Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515

May 1, 2024
The Honorable Andy Harris The Honorable Sanford Bishop
Chair Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Subcommittee on Agricultural, Rural
Development, Food and Drug Administration, Development , Food and Drug Administration,
and Related Agencies and Related Agencies
House Appropriations Committee House Appropriations Committee
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chair Harris and Ranking Member Bishop,

We urge you to provide $30 million to the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Center for Food Safety and
Applied Nutrition (CFSAN) in the FY 2025 Appropriations Bill for Agriculture, Rural Development, the Food
and Drug Administration and Related Agencies to review the safety of food chemicals of concern.

While some food chemicals are safe, others have not been reviewed by the FDA for many decades. For
example, chemicals such as tert-butylhydroquinone (TBHQ), used as a preservative in popular pastries and
certain cereals have not been reviewed since the 1970s. Other chemicals such as parabens are used as
preservatives in pastries and tortillas and have not been meaningfully reviewed since the 1980s. There are
several chemicals added to food packaging that have been linked to adverse health effects, including damage to
immune systems and increased risk of cancer. In some cases, new concerns have been raised by peer-reviewed
science and by regulators in other nations.

Fortunately, the FDA does not need additional authority to undertake these reviews, and has recently proposed
banning the use of food chemicals such as brominated vegetable oil (BVO). The agency has also proposed
creating a program to review the safety of some chemicals after they have entered the market. However, they
currently lack the resources necessary to conduct sufficient reviews, including increased funding to hire new
staff. To ensure the safety of our food supply and to maintain the trust of consumers, we urge you to make the
needed investments and get the FDA the resources it needs to ensure the food we eat is safe and communicate
the outcomes of its assessments with the public.

As you know, prior Appropriations bills have directed the FDA to issue a report on options to reassess food
chemicals and raised concerns regarding their safety. Consumers deserve to know that the food they eat and the
packaging it comes in is safe from harmful chemicals. We urge you to provide $30 million in the FY 2025
Agriculture, Rural Development, the Food and Drug Administration and Related Agencies Appropriations
legislation for the FDA to develop a robust system of post-market review and evaluate the safety of food
chemicals of concern.

Thank your for you consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
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